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An epic i a iong namalive peom, on 2
grand scale, about the deeds of warmrors and
heroes. It is a palygonal “heroic’ story incompo
rating myth, legend, foikiaie and history.
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... it is a long nairabive poem on a greai
and serious subject, related in an elevated style,
and centrered on a heroic or quasi-diging figure
on whose actions &pends the fate of a rbe, a
nation, or ihe hueman @
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Epic is a long snimative poem that is
magnificent in theme, tona and style. An epic
deals with legendary or historical events of na
tional or universa! significance. It ceisbrales he-
roic deeds and consmically imporant events
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-.definitions of folklore have had to cope with this inherent duality of t and often did so by
placing the materials of folklore in different, even conflicting pﬂr'_-:t:.ﬂ:tg:: :l: j:;lte of this diversifica-
tion, it is possible to distinguish three basic conceptions of the subject underlying many definitions;
accordingly, folldore is one of these three: a body of knowledge, a mode ofthough, er a kind of art. These
categories are not completely exclusive of each other. Very often the difference between them is a macter

of emphasis rather than of essence; for exampls, the focus on know
the content of th materials and their pereeption, whe

forms and the media of transmission,

kedge and thought implies a stress ob

reas the concentration on art puts the accent on the
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